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he low-key firm of
antel & Bentel could
Be the most famous
festaurant designers

% you've never heard
Fa af. That may change
hascs | With their newest

Lo Ereation, Rouge Tomate.
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Houge Tomole opened on Mankaltans Uppes Fan
Side om Dclober 25 Bd— 18 dave afier the Dow
Joncs Jopsed fs worsi week an hisicay, 14 adave
alter the fisderal guvEnimesil Biailed out nene ns
toesnn] Dwsks, and the very duy it was annauneend
|||.|| ||'.|I _|:i|_.|.:|| -_'|-_'||i| Iinmis ||.|.|]| |.||I||r'|| fraty (iklicss
natianal finineial fems 328 willion land coum
||'|5,'_' |'r|| ||r|._l,-| -.-l'll.|!:|. -hl.r.'\.p_pc'.l-l:- ||||I|| ||'II||.|I|
Brothers were likely siill pashing boves down the
sipeel, Aol il dassl, & |-|'"h few eabery b ot
il (] LA adEEi Ve, '..-cllrI|I||.' I|||I||.'I covering 15 KK}
B[ IETT Fett ouvel bwo =lopidnE ined Jlll:ll\:ll:\.l'_ || L1 |
reataiiean] than & sorl ol el =il lar vichnle.
Built e the graunds of the old Caparabann, i1 was
like sageihiong ot o & dillereni natesmal maod
Jikst ermmaing the man mom al Roupe Tomata
mas an evenl—vou'd pass a backll inplvch of
trees anil creame-colored banguettes and patcles
of el Ulimsuede on the walls and dining 1aliles
Irwmeal Like theatrenes. The menn was e loss
luxurious; 572 bought von o thres-corse dimner,
wal ipeluding deinks. With s lush eatoees sl
antsiee amdbiton, the place wos builn for posterity

“"When we got into haspital-
ity. we took it on as if we were
going to design institutions,”
Carol Bentel says. “If you
think about it fike that, our
wark couldn't be frivolous.”

The restaueaet s 1§ squers logo [left]
inspired ots ooy paet o

Evern Friank B, the SNew York Dowes Tood erilig
e, im0 single larl phraze, can bum grown men
il |;,:.3-:|_|'r|1'l-| I|.|1|] '.'r=||| I|I.J_I{|'- A ol oad |'r'II.:|:I'i:I:.'-! !'I1'\-
-||:||.||r|||i|||.:l| i |||'. |'".i-|'n-_ ||||I--|'l| i I |-I|||'r
LEHTT o [ |_||'] mEike=up thar Hopee Topwie s “mne ol
| |47 4 L-_‘-'HII'H_ wreesd aliiuin £ CAYIfanMsniy rl-z.= il
e s iiy smme wme” That 1 K] il 4l am e I
||-'|||| P dfmeiaedi] was jusg |..5|l| |I|IL

=iill, had il arehiteris heen able e dayose e
future. thes jrrahahly wouldn't bBave  changesl
mibeh, Hentel & Bentel—a 25: preson e whose
bBiread and bullee ks been suborban community
veniters (chanehes, hbmones, achools —designe mes
tasrrants that could survive the apocaly oo, Every-
1|=“‘-i"-- froay s matenalz o the divisaon of A,
i bl to best, “When we go o hespitalicy, w
ok il on ops of we were goang b desagin institu-
tons,” swys Gaml Beantel, a partoes whe heling the
firm with her busland, ber brother e-liw, and his
wile. =7 wou think about it hike rhab, our work
couldn't be Invobous. Il cooldan® be |-|l-u'"-| il
(hemedd, 11 coalilin™ ba favos of the il That
woulbd e the downinl] of it.” The firm bas become,
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Bantel & Bontel proserved Michanl Gobeflini's
madnut iooring but added alrligs &f

The Bentels wers changed with
aeitening Gabeliini'e stark dosign
for Micole Fashl's hi-laval clothing

store and dining ream [right|,

The bownge Pefl. in the fodssisund]
sliards views of 8 guirky gless-
anclnged mice hae,
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Forhi pholos, Pail Warchal; other phatas. Bduard Husher/tawrtesy Bemel & Bontek:

gl cowriwsy Benlel B Beniel

imprabahly, the favared architests of Manhaman's
gowrmeond elite, giving the eity such vaunted din-
ing estullishments o= MaMA's the Madern, Tom
Calicehia’s Cmh, Gmmercy Tavern, and Eleven
Madison Park—all fram = perch on the wom
narth shore of Long [sland., which te its restounonl
clientele maght as well be Kansas,

Bouge Tomule could vasily have sweeumlbed w
shiick. lta European owners, who run an aedenti-
cully muned restaurant in Brossels, weve hawking
high-roncepl cuisine based on a nutcitional clias-
ter called Sanitas per Escam—an arly way o say
the fuod is healths, Lo lesser hands, the Now York
autpersl woulidl have been anterpreted in litecal or
trendy lering. “We wantad avont-garde, modern,
el we waniied timelesaness o, sove Eninaniel
Verateaeten, the Belgian entreprencur behind the
gpace, *1 knew, within we milliseeonds of mees-
i":_. Laral, ||I|':|. W the anes,”

The Bentels cecdainly had the |'|r=||1;_|'4'¢-, nmad
N4 j'||-1l leecpuse their sl esiauramnl, Gramerey
Lavern, for the celebrity ched Thnny Meyer, wos a
smazh, all dark wood panels, rich fabries, anad
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“We wanted avant-garde,
maodern, but we wanted
timelessness too,” says
Emmanuel Verstraeten.
“I knew, within two milli-

seconds of meeting Carol,
they were the ones.”
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raranlic ||I'|r||:-. ar thal the Modern, slzo Tor
Mever hut wildly dilferent, 15 more & wirk of ari
than half the pontings ot MaMA, The (on's
legary runs deeper. “It's nm a throsgh-line sivle

In & nod to Rouge Tomate®s fresh oui-
sine, the architests terned this blank
T8-font-lonp madl [ohove] inte & trellis
[ieft ard topl. Slats of LED-lit bSand onk
by Mark Richey Woodwarkirsg avarlay
heige paint, and cubby Boles carved =ba
the wall shewcnsa glaes boxes Filled
mith s:agonsl Truil pnd vegatabies,

that they hring fram ||:r|:-ii."|'l Eix Errl:-i-:'l I 4o el
as on emotienal assthele,” says Mever, wha s
hared them Tor hve restuwrents. 00 “Let me hear
what the probless s yo've ving o salve, and



Srylights figere prominantty ot (ke
Bressels locale. In homage, The
Bentels canmd souaee bokes b the

lBuingE"s REw SOUSEE Ceding.

IBnder the commard of its executive
ekl Jeremy Bearmaon, the restaurant
wdheres to 8 $rict nutritiomal charter.

Aelaw; & farm-raised-rabbét dish.

“Creating epicenters that

reinforce

and strengthen the com-
munity is very much a part
of our restaurant design,”
Paul Bentel says.

o I

Tre Besrels driw aipirdfion from the
Reege Toenate [l in Erisenls, Belgium,
mith 14 red-and-ErRRm palEtts.
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a sense of diversity

then ler me dig deep into our past for o selution,”

The fom was slaried i 1957 by the Hentel
brodherss' parents, Fredenck and Marin, who lad
crashed Walter Gropivs lectures al Harvard and,
in & mare devoul American momenl, camed their
keep designing pared-down churches on a bur
groniong Long l:land. Strong. basie materials such
aa birieks, stone, amd wood, in dddition te Ih--up:':l-
fial spatial organization, were parasmoiil o cnsair-
tng ned ondy thal their buikdings would endore bt
alin thst they would arcoanmelaie 1].;|]_| lile im all
its varegaied fomme. The Morith Shore Unitanan

Lage+s of Takein o g ingagpragor shags
g @l 3 B atterned mein liam
Eravwt -ty pemepticels bodiNe,

Church Sehaol, in Mlandome, New York, looked
like a campus when i opemed iz doors 0 [58,
wilhi limssely conmecie] mble-roofed strectures,
ewch built for & distinet purpose earning, babiy-
sitting, pravingl The panilmning enhanced a weme
o echesion and eipressed a range of uses—ii
LELE 'I'I'Iiﬂ-__E;.:n. a howse of MAEY Mansions. F“r':‘
years henee, Hentel & Bentel braags the same
pdras to bear on those cathedrals of 21st-century
New York, “We think of restaurants as architee
tural places that need 10 sccommodate many Jif-
ferent parts,” Paul Bentel says, “Restaurania are
camsmunities, Creating epicenlers that reinforca i
sense of diversity and strengthen the compmity
is very much u part of our restaurant design,”™

It sounds o bat lofty, bt there's something w i,
particularly ot Rouge Tomate, which eecupies an
alil limestone building, at the foot of Contral Park,
that’s rieh with soetal history. Bualt in 1902 s a
Fegina Asts hotel, it was Loter tumed into the Copas
cubana, the venerable nightelub that helped launch
the caresrs of Henny Youngman and Sammy Davis
Jr. and acted as an incubator for vet another grea
New Yoill istibution, the mob. Mone rﬂ'rnll:-. iny e
prlish daws o the early -lo-mid-oughts, 110 East 6ink
Mol was 8 Michse]l Gabellini-designe] Nioole
Fartii clothing store and dining romm that served
rapacicas shoppers spilling over fom Madizan and
Fifth Avemses

To build o the .-\-jlldl.'l.-.- I"E“:Z‘_" Ir:r'k:r task [ai
a mew pestaurant in & city of more than 20,000
oompetilors=—ihe Bentels split it up inla geces,
ereating. as their clders had done four decados
sarlier mt Nosth Shore Unitarian, o sort of com-
pound. The main floor centers on & juice bar (1%
i health-lood restaurant, after all] amid houses «
bowalung lounge for casual eating, a strip of ban-
quettes suited for business lunches and dinmees,
anil n .-|'r|:|1'=lrn.-|'|. .-ru'.i[nril.':llq,: |_|i||i||g area fronks
il by two walout-tammed hooths that hover above
HE OgHEE siairwell like p:in: e Eh'lﬂl{':l. |'}.|= |:u'-||l;h-
are o pretty and romantic that you'd think the

In Ehis sactbon of tha two Nleors, the cantievend booths are s red.




E
H
]
-]
¥
E
[
-
a
-]
5
a
=
-
]
=
H
=
B
-
n
[’}
]
E
o
I
|
i
]
~
]
C
B
u
u
£
B
=
=
%
2
=
-
E
H
B
=
=

&
14
3
g
a
g
X
o
e
1
B
Cl
£
B
8
i
-}
|
=
B
i
i
£
T
=
-
E
s
i
o
B
-

Framed bopibe cantilever oves the
flonting stairs. Although it appears 10
be waod, the Floor i asteally cRramic

pile rmade liy Drasaania.
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A& plaan triptych that dewhbles
a% & ming rack beisga. & aale of
the cwtdoors to 1he windowieus

BrpEment dining room.
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Butternut-wond doors [abave] open
e a decidedty urbathigomizhs balh-
rooen, with Ligvers Alkpnr Maline
soats and a long ooys sink |belon|.
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- | srchilecis woild have ||rr:-:-r|! 11|||'JI'J g againsl

the Tronl windows 1o ahow them to the world—=ar

il lewst to the discerning lodies aemss the way ol

ol Instead, they shunted the booths o e

- ol's fear, where they enjoy bong-distanee
‘g il Street withoul stealing the

X - soeme. “One ol the big things was makin

overy seal ia the best sout in the house, including
those in the back.”™ Carol Beniel says
= alwigl dEstinet

As I1||_I|_'|| pa the reslaurant
s, i1 also aboul common grousd, [
Lhere are yel mone divisions: a low=lit privaie suite;
anather semiprivale dining area that looks oul

apiloc a Fl-'u,'-1 1||d uh_'_u_-“||1r I"|=||-|| r.l':!i -|'rnl1|:.i.'11l1"-;
p central dining roam pres
kitchen., Bad the Benlels wornied that patrons
wouldn't dare senture ints o dark, winbowless
hasecmmenl, o lhl'_\. divw same l_I!. the ..'l:I'I.Fj"I-lTT'-'-
{roan ujrslnars, hak irees |:IJII|:|'I| atl LThres ;.;Fn--m
|I.:r||'|=. eaeh 18 feet 1all, descond from the Brsi

-I"I I E ]:':'I wn I:lli'fl

flesar b Lhe basement, introducing the outdsors fako
whial wioild stherwize b o sea of place selling

The piece, by the Morwegian eontised on paga 101

“One of the big things was
making sure every seat Is
the best seat in the house,
including those in the back,”
Carol Bentel says.
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